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The Winton Exoplanet Fellowship
The Winton Exoplanet Fellowship Programme is a new initiative to provide an opportunity for 
exceptional recent doctoral scientists to conduct novel theoretical and observational research into 
planetary astronomy. The fellowship programme supports postdoctoral fellows working on the 
detection and characterisation of exoplanets, with the goal of advancing our fundamental 
understanding of their formation, structure, and potential habitability. 

The fellowship programme recognises early-career researchers of significant potential and provides 
them with the opportunity to conduct independent research that will establish them in positions of 
distinction and leadership in the field, and which will be disseminated in academic and other publications. 

The programme also sponsors an annual planetary astronomy symposium to increase and facilitate 
the exchange of information and ideas in the field through the networking of students, postdoctoral 
researchers, young faculty members, and established researchers. 

About the Fellowship 
Successful postdoctoral fellows are expected to carry out an ambitious, coherent research programme 
in the field of planetary astronomy. Each recipient will receive a three-year grant of up to £220k to cover 
salary, benefits, and discretionary spending (e.g. travel).

Eligibility Criteria 
Candidates must pursue a postdoctoral position at a UK university. Candidates must have earned 
their doctoral degree in astronomy, physics, planetary sciences, chemistry, mathematics, or a related 
discipline by Saturday, September 30th, 2017. 

Nomination and Application Procedure 
Nominations for the Winton Exoplanet Fellowship Programme will open on Wednesday, May 10th, 2017. 
Department Heads can nominate up to two candidates per institution. The faculty member(s) that will 
be hosting the candidate should collaborate with the candidate to develop his/her application materials 
and research proposal. Please refer to Attachment A for a checklist of required documents.  
The complete proposal package must be submitted by the institution to Winton Philanthropies by 
5:00PM (GMT) on Friday, September 1st, 2017. 

Please send completed materials to philanthropies@winton.com 

Selection Process 
Winton Philanthropies anticipates awarding up to six fellowships, based on the quality of submissions. 
Selection will consider their independent research accomplishments, creativity, and potential to become 
leaders in the scientific community through their contributions to their field. 

Completed applications are reviewed by the Winton Philanthropies advisory panel, which will recommend
candidates to the Winton Philanthropies Board of Trustees for approval. 

Fellows will be announced in October 2017, with grants awarded to the hosting institutions. By accepting 
the award, the institution and individual recipient will be required to enter a grant agreement with Winton 
Philanthropies and meet the annual reporting requirements which consists of a brief survey, narrative 
report, and financial report. Fellowships must commence within six months of award. 
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Timel ine

Wednesday, May 10th, 2017
Nominations open

Friday, September 1st, 2017
The complete proposal package must be submitted by 

the institution to Winton Philanthropies by 5:00PM

October 2017
Awardees announced
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Attachment A: Required Documents
Please provide each of the following in PDF format to philanthropies@winton.com

1. Application cover sheet – attachment B

2. Nomination form – attachment C, to be completed by the Head of Department

3. Abstract of candidate’s Ph.D. thesis

4. Description of research plans (2-3 pages). This should include the following:

 a.  The overall goal and objectives of the proposed research project. What specific scientific 
problem or question is the project addressing? Why is it important?

 b.  The key project activities and how these activities will lead to achieving the scientific goal. Include 
an anticipated timeline of major milestones 

 c.  How the proposed research compares to, contrasts with, or complements other current activity 
in the field. What distinguishes the proposed approach?

 d.  Project risks and risk mitigation strategies

 e.  The short term research outcomes during the fellowship term, and the long term outcomes 
beyond the fellowship term

5.  Personal statement: brief description of educational and personal experiences (1 page) 

6. Curriculum Vitae (including publication and presentation list) 

7. Sample publication or unpublished research paper 

8.  Two letters of recommendation: one from the candidate’s Ph.D. adviser or from a senior 
collaborator; and one from the faculty member who will host the candidate

Letters of recommendation should describe: 

 a. The nature of the endorser’s relationship with the candidate

 b. The candidate’s suitability, initiative, and achievements

 c. An evaluation of the proposed research

9. Budget – attachment D
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 Date of birth:

 Address:

 Phone:

 Email:

 Name:

Attachment B: Application Cover Sheet

The Winton Exoplanet Fellowship 
Candidate Contact Information

 Email:

 Position:

 Department Address:

 Phone:

 Name:

Hosting Faculty Contact Information 

Ph.D. Information 

 Institution Granting Ph.D.

 Discipline of Ph.D.

 Date Ph.D. completed or expected:

 Name of your thesis supervisor:

 Institutional affiliation of your thesis supervisor:

 Email address of thesis supervisor:
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Attachment C: 2017 Nomination Form 

Candidate Information

 Email: 

 Name:

 Describe highlights of candidate’s accomplishments, research interests, and fit at nominating institution (500 words max):

 Email:

 Title:

 Address:

 Phone:

 Name:

Nominator Information 


